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NO. 34: DECEMBER, 1948, 


1. _ GENERAL, 


This bulletin, issued by the Acting Commonwealth Statistician, 
(Mr. S. R. Carver) covers the operations of Part VII of the Social Services Consolid—_ 
ation Act, 1947, for. the month of December, 1948, and the six months ended December, 
1948. This information has been compiled from data made available by the Department 
of Social Services, ; ch 


The Act porvides for the payment of benefits to persons whose normal 
earnings have been interrupted through unemployment or temporary incapacity. It also 
provides another class of benefit - designated Special Benefit which gives assistance 
to persons on account of some special circumstances, and to those persons who cannot 
comply with the statutory requirements relating to unemployment or sickness benefit, 
and who are prevented from earning a livelihood and are in need, 


The number of recipients of benefit does not embrace the total unemploy- 
ment and sickness in the community. Unemployment or sickness of less than seven 
day's duration is not covered, owing to the provision in the Act of a "waiting period" 
of this length of time during which no benefit is payable. Permanent incapacity 
is not included as this is covered by the Invalid Section of the Social Services 
Consolidation Act, 1947. The application of a "means test!! excludes another group 
from benefit, The inclusion of claims rejected - see Section 8 + completes the 
coverage of all persons applying for benefit, irrespective of whether their claims 
are approved or rejected. 


The number of "persons on benefit" in this bulletin relates to principal 
beneficiaries who would normally be breadwinners. Dependants of such beneficiaries 
are not included, 


The details given in Sections 4, 6 and 7 refer to admittances and exits 
notified during the period shown and not to admittances and exits which actually 
occurred during the period. 


Due to delay in the receipt of information in respect of some benefic- 
iaries the figures are preliminary and subject to revision. This applies particularly 
to exits, and results in persons on berefit at the end of the later months being 
overstated, 


2. BENEFITS PAID. 


The benefits paid in respect of each class of benefit in each. State during 
December, 1948, and the six months ended December, 1948, are shows in the following 
table . 


I... AMOUNT OF BENEFITS PAID DURING DECEMBER, 1948 AND THE SIX MONTHS 


ee 


ENDED DECEMBER, 1916, 


"STATES 


Benefits paid during Benefits paid during six 
December, 1 ; Months ended December, 1948. 


Unem= ; 
sic Ht nha 


&£. 


N.S.W. (a) 
Victoria 
Queensland 
S. Aust, (b) 
W, Australia 
Tasmania 


TOTAL: 





(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory, 
(b) Includes Northern Territory. 


Lik. 











2. os 
3. SUMMARY - CLAIMS ADMITTED, EXITS, PERSONS ON BENEFIT 


The following table shows, for the years 1945-46 to 1947-48, and for the 
months December, 1947 to December, 1948, the number of claims admitted and discontin- 
ued and persone remaining on benefit:- 


ik CLAIMS ADMITTED, DISCONTINUANCES AND PERSONS ON BENEFIT - AUSTRALIA 


a man 
Females’! Males [Females| Maled Females} Males |Females! Persons 


CLAIMS ADMITTED 








Year 1945-46 .. 33,178] 6,724 242 200} 98,875] 19,213] 118,088 

1946-47 5 : 45,024}11,002| 1,27 335] 119,674] 16,536| 136,210 

December scat 97h 830 157} 5,740] 1,184 6,92h 
1948 - 

January 49427]. 15197 166 49} 8,183] 1,345 9,528 

February 4,049] 1,271 528 22h,{| 10,5304" 2,789 12,319 

3,843] 1,144 147 214) 743611, 655 9,091 

3,906) 1,171 115 43] 5,h07] 1,326 6,733 

5 5300} 1,543) 1,434 263) T1390 Led 9,614 

4,044} 1,097 97 36} 4,884} 1,170 6,054 

6,595| 1,774 848 265} 8,242| 2,108} 10,350 

oo Ls (aG|p L235 LAG . Ghbo S,4554 cD asm 6,906 

September : 4,500] 1,214 122 159! 5,764] 1,433 7,197 

October (2) 5,115] 1,490) 1,283 96| 7,328) 1,637 8,965 

November (a) . 3,895] 1,145] 2,025 425! 6,879} 1,630 8,509 

December (a) 2,701 763 5h 17| 3,662 810 4472 

DISCONTINUANCES. 












17,484. | 104,099 
15,554 | 134,052 
17,840 106,894 


11,992 |27,550! 5,432 
73,,974| 5,269 | 43,388 }10,075 
1,494 |53,785 115,244 


3,233 | 1,006 


4,508} 1,340 
3,821| 1,082 
3,937] 1,124 
3,856] 1,126 
5,083 | 1,538 
imac yin Pabsica 
6,099 | 1,732 
4,554 | 1,272 
4,629 | 1,254 
1,545 
1,133 
828 


BENEFIT AT END OF EACH MONTHS. 


Year 1945-46 .. 










1,173 | 5,428 


1,494 | 9,685 
1,314 | 9,758 
1,533 | 8,734 
1,640 | 10,236 
1,760 | 9,614 
1,307 | 6,962 
1,982 | 10,048 
1,467 | 7,094 
1,396 | 7,021 
1,771 | © 9,232 
1,435 | 7,743 
16 8 






















February 
March . 
April 
May 

June 
July 
August 
September 
October (a) 
November in 
December (a 



























1946 - June’ 13 5989 
1947 - June 16,147 
December ° 14,376 
0) 
January Uy, : 219 
February 16,780: 
March 17,137 
April... 1 15638 
May 13,636 
June Bg eo 4 
August 12,841 
September 13,017 
October (a) 12,750 
November (a) . 13,516 
12,401 


December~(a)-~<'. 


(a) Subject to Revision 








3. 
4. BENEFITS DISCONTINUED. 


(1) Duration: The number of weeks during which benefit was paid for each 
of the cases of benefit whose discontinuance was notified during December, 1948, and 
the six months ended December, 1948, is shown in the following table:- 


Tit. DURATION OF BENEFITS DISCONTINUED DURING DECEMBER, 1948 AND THE SIX 


MONTHS ENDED acon 1948 — AUSTRALIA. 


Duration. of 
Benefits 


ieee S:ickress |-Special Total 


Weeks 

Less: than. 1 
1 and under 
io " 


2 
3 
k 
> 
9 
3 
7 


is 
ra 
5 
a 

13 
7 and over 

TOTAL. p i 

ee The following table shows, for TacaRmuanCsE a Prmr ET December, 
1948 and the six months ended December, 1948, the percentage distribution according 
to specified durations of benefit:- 


IV. BENEFITS DISCONTINUED DURING DECEMBER, 1948 AND THE SIX MONTHS ENDED 
DECEMBER, 1948 - PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO DURATION: : AUSTRATIA 


“Duration of fF 
Benefits 


Weeks 
27 and over 
13 " 


(ii) Reasons for Cessation: The reason for terminating benefit whose 
discontinuance was notified during December, 1948, and the six months ended December, 
1948, are shown below:- 


V.__ REASONS FOR CESSATION OF BENEFITS DISCONTINUED DURING DECEMBER , 1948 AND THE 
SIX MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER, 1948 : AUSTRALIA 


Decenber, 1948. Six wee ba December 


Unemployment Sickness Tieaplaraent | Sickness 
%_Persons| % |[Persons; % Persons] % | 


Reason for Cessation 


--4- Employment secured or 
resumed 
| Incapacity. terminated 
Failure to report (a) 
Transfer to another 
benefit covered by the 
Act ee 
Statutory age limit (b) .. 
Permanent incapacity @c).. 
Transfer to Rehabilit- 
ation Allowance 
Death 


Transfer to another 
district 
Other 


ui 
se 94.2 | 100.004,67 5 neha: es BLPELEN Tp 00 


t of these cases the 3 efici has eieon employment ,w1 a ¢ ag cope 
c n= 


ar 
tm Soci ge ices, L I 
the Depe ertment bof. ociat. PYESES s neLudes transfer to Age Pension. 





Males 


Females 
Persons 





5. PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT END OF DECEMBER , 1948.6 


Total Persons (i) Proportion per 10,000 in employment: The proportion 
of persons on benefit at 25th December, 1948, to the estimated number of employees 
in employment: was approximately 46 per 10 5000 comprising 7 unemployment, 36 sickness 
and 3 special cases per 10,000. 


The following table shows the proportion for males and females:- 


VI, APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 25TH a 1948 
~~» PER 10,000 WAGE AND SALARY EARNERS IN EMPLOYMENT AUSTRALIA. 


Proportion 


Per 10,000 males .. 


(ii) 


Vil. 


Per 10,000 females .. 
Per 10,000 persons .. 





State Totals: The following table shows the number. of persons in 


each State in receipt of benefit at 25th December, 1948:- 


NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 25TH DECEMBER, 1948 : STATES 





N.S.W. (a) 
Victoria 

Queensland 
S, -Au 


Btre= (b) 


W.. Australia 


| Tasmania 


Total 25th 
December ,194.8: 
Total 27th 
December ,1947: 


ara 


ot 
A EACaacEe Males| Females 





a) Includes Australian Capital peer 
(b) Includes Northern Territory. ° 


(iii) Ages: Distribution of persons on benefit at 25th December, 1948, 
according to age groups is shown in the following table:- 


Grouped Age 
as, st 
Wecembe 


16 -. 


19 years 
2 years 
29 years 
3), years 
39 years 
Li years’ 


- hO-years 


54 years 
59 years 


years and 
over 


TOTAL: 


“GROUPED AGE : PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 25TH DECEMBER, 1948 : AUSTRALIA. 


Unemployment | Sickness Special Total 


Males |Females | Males |Females | Males| Females 





4 - 
306) “497 9,333] 3,068 | 


6. _ UNEMPLOYMENT - CLAIMS ADMITTED.DURING DECEMBER, 1948 AND THE SIX MONTHS ENDED 
DECEMBER , 1948 AND PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 25TH DECEMBER, lOAG. 


(i) Cause of.Uhemployment: The following table analyses the reason for 
termination of employment, as stated by persons whose admission to benefit was notified 
during December, 1948, and the six months ended December, 1948, and by those who 
were on benefit at 25th December, 1948, 


Discharges and lay-offs are Separations on the initiative of the employer, 
the broad distinction being that a discharge is final and there is no likelihood of the 
person being re-engaged, at least in the near future. A lay-off is a separation of a 
temporary nature with the idea that the job will be available again for the employee 
as soon as Circumstances permit. Quits are separations which are made.by initiative 
of the employee, 


IX. CAUSE OF UNEMPLOYMENT : CLAIMS ADMITTED ETC. DURING DECEMBER 1948, 
AND THE SIX MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER, 1948 : AUSTRALIA. 
Sa et AUS TR ALLA 


On benefit 


Six Months 25th December 
fee 
Cause of Unemployment December 1948 Ended Deets one 1948 

F 


Discharged or laid-off - 
Disciplinary reasons os 
Inefficiency, including medical 

unfitness oe 
Power rationing os 
Shortage of materials oe 
Strikes and lockouts oe 
Seasonal work ee 
Casual work ar 
Other including inadequately defined 

Quitted - 

Medical infitness, work too heavy 
Other, including inadequately defined 
Not previously employed - 
Employers, workers on own account 
Ex-service personnel not yet 

returned to work 
Other 

TOTAL: 1,016 39 


(ii) Industrial Groups: The following statement shows the distribution 
according to main industrial groups, of persons whose admission to benefit was 
notified during December, 1948, and the six months ended December, 1948, and of those 
on benefit at 25th December, 1948. 


X.__UNEMPLOYMENT - INDUSTRIAL GROUPS - CLAIMS ADMITTED, ETC. DURING DECEMBER, 1948 


AND THE SIX MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER, 1948 ~ AUSTRALIA, 
Admissions during..-..... On benefit 


Industry in which last engaged December 1948 et? i hie? | oe 
ee a Pe 
Agricultural, Pastoral and dairying - 
Other Primary Production 
Coal Mining 
Other Mining and Quarrying 
Factories and Industrial - 
Founding, engineering, metal working 
including shipbuilding 
Vehicles, including aircarft 
Textiles and articles of dress 
Food, drind and tobacco 
Furniture, woodwork, etc, 
Other factories, including heat, 
light and power 
Building and Construction 
Transport and Communication 
Commerce and Finance - 
Wholesale and retail trade.” oe 
Finance and Property oe 
Public Administration and Professional 
} Personal and Domestic Service — a 
Other 
TOTAL: 
ee 








66 


(iii) Males on Benefit: Distribution by States of males in receipt of 
unemployment benefit at 25th December, 1948, in the main industrial eroures is~ shown 
in the foliowane tables— 


XI. _UNEMPLOYNENT ~:~ INDUSTRIAL GROUPS" MATES * -ON-BRNEPIT. AT 25TH DECEMBER 1948. 





S: TP ADs Sie 


» a We a 


Agricultural, Pastoral and Dairying .. 
Other Primary Production ee 
Coal Mining -* ee 
Other Mining and: Quarrying oe 
Factories and Industrial - 

Founding, Engineering , metalworking 


































































including shipbuilding” ” SA 13 
Vehicles, including Aircraft pacer 1 ak 
Textiles, and Articles of Dress ve A 

Food, drink and tobacco Poe 2 
Furniture ,, woodwork, etc, ee 4 
. Other. factories, including heat, 

light and power oe 12 
‘Building and Construction ave 10 
Transport and Communication ae 7 
‘Commerce and Finance - 

Wholesale and Retail Trade ee 1B 
Finance and Property Ye 2 
Public Administration and Professional e 
Personal and Domestic Service oe 
Other oe 


TOTAL — 27th December, 1947: | 121 {2,168 | + 28 | 28} 3,358 


a) Includes Australian Capital ——— Includes oer tet 


~ (av) Metropolitan and Other: Admissions to unemployment benefit. notified 
during the. six months ended December, 1948, and the persons on benefit at 25th 
December, 1948, are dissected into "Metropolitan" and "Other" Districts (based on 

the usual place of: residence of the beneficiary) in the ee table:- 


XII. DISTRIBUTION OF UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFICIATIES BETWEEN METROPOLITAN AND 
OTHER DISTRICTS (a) : STATES, 
Claims admitted during the On Soncrie Pa 25th December 
six months ended December, 19/8 1948 


if Metropolitan Ketropolitan| “dene 
a MEME LE ee 




















“New South Wales (b) 


Victoria 






| Queensland 






South Australia(c) .. 






Western. Australia 






1 Tasmania 








TOTAL: 





(a) Metropolitan comprises the regions administered from Capital City and 
‘Suburban district offices of the Department of Social Services or Labour 
‘and National Services (Employment Service). In N.S.W., Liverpool is 
included in "Other", In S.A., Port Adelaide, and in W.A., Fremantle and 
Midland Junction are included in "Metropolitan". (b). Includes Australian 
Capital Territory. (c) Includes Northern Territory. 





Te 


SICKNESS - CLAIMS ADMITTED DURING DECEMBER, i9n8 AND THE SIX MONTHS ENDED 


DECEMBER, 1948 AND PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 257TH DECEMBER , 1948. 






(i) Metropolitan and Other: Sickness benefit claims whose admission was 
notified during the” sixmonths-ended December 5” L946 ard “those current at-25thr December 
1948, are dissected into -"Metropolitan"~and “Other*~ districts tbased on the usual 
piace” a Tesidence"of” ae chal eeiaae! A Mea POPLOWLMRSuaD Po ee eee me 


d090-e mrveee cay Noro ne wana patna opener eye amcte cannes mermee caps greene eogenentnt § 


} 
: 


yf earn pee XTIT. DISTRIBUTION OF. SICKNESS BENEFICIARIES BETWEEN METROPOLITAN 
Aes ape ea a ieee Sa OTHER “DISTRICTS” Cay: . STATES. ten. adit hreeete En 


pe 
les [Females | Males Fonalen 


New South Wales (b).. 


Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia(c) .. 
Western Australia .. 
Tasmania 


TOTAL: 





(a) See footnote (a) to Table XII. (b) . Includes Australian Capital Territory 
(c) Includes Northern Territory. 


(ii) Industrial Groups: The distribution according to main industrial 
groups of persons on sickness. benefit at 25th December, 1948, is sass in ‘the 
following table:- _ 


XIV. SICKNESS INDUSTRIAL GROUPS - PERSONS ON PENEFIT AT 25TH DECEMBER, 1948. 
AUSTRALIA 

















Males 


Females Persons 


Industry in which last engaged 





Agricultural, Pastoral and Dairying ee 
Other Primary Production .. oe 
Coal Mining F : oe 
‘Other Mining and - Quarrying - “i eae 
Factories: and Industrial =~... ......: 

Founding, engineering, metal-working including 



























Shipbuilding | oe . 
Vehicles, including aircraft ce 
Textiles and articles of dress aie 
Food, drink:and tobacco 3. 8 
Furniture, woodwork, etc, ee 
Other Factories, including heat, light and 

power te ee 

Building and-Construction yO 

Transport and. Communication a 

Commerce -and Firiance-= Ue 
Wholesale and retail trade neat oe 
Finance and Property ve oe 

Public Administration and Professional ais 

Personal and Domestic Service ire 

Other ee ee 






*POLALss 








Be: 


(iii) Nature of Sickness: The following table shows the principal cause 
of sickness..as..stated.on.medical certificates of persons..whose. admission, was... . 
notified during.December,.1948, and the. six.months ended.December, .1948,. and of 
those on benefit at 25th December, 194.8. 


XV. NATURE OF SICKNESS : CLAIMS ADMITTED ETC, DURING DECEMBER, 1948 AND THE SIX 
MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER, 1948 : AUSTRALIA. 


Qn benefit 


December Six months emd+ 25th December 
















Nature of Sickness 


Infective and Parasitic Diseases ae 
-Ganeer- _ ea ; roel 
| Other Panours eg 


ee etisa, Diseases of Nutrition 
~and: Vitamin-Deficiency- Diseases’ .. 
| Diseases. of. — 


| Blood and Bibod—Porming Organs os 
, Nervous System and Sense Organs ee 
Circulatory System ee 
Respiratory System oe 
Digestive System o° 
Genito-Urinary System ee 
Pregnancy, Childbirth, etc. ae 
Skin and Cellular Tissue se 
Bones and Organs of Movement ate 
| Other Diseases (including Ill-defined 
Conditions) ae 
Injuries and Acute Poisoning - é 
- Fractures oo 
Other Injuries, etc, ee 
Operations (original disability not 
stated) as 
Other (including not stated) ee 
\ 
¥ TOTAL: 3,658 | 1,099 127,543 


.&«.. TOTAL APPLICATIONS FOR BENEFIT AND. CLAIMS REJECTED. 


The total number of applicants for benefit whose claims were notified 
during the six months ended December, 1948, and of those whose claims were notified 
as rejected during the same period are shown in the table below:- 


~ XVI. TOTAL APPLICATIONS FOR BENEFIT AND CLAIMS REJECTED = 
SIX MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER, 1948. 





a 


Unemplo peeteicment | Siskess | 
State Total Total ; Percentage’ 
Claims | Rejects Gee Re jects Claims i ae on 


N.S.W. (a) 
Vic. 
Qtld. 
Sle () 
W.A. 
Tas. 


99 13, 
TOTAL: 135 64,5 8 ,o12 Al, 649 6 Pun 612 62,008 15,609} Ph wallet / 


Includes OEM Capital Territory. 
ue Includes Northern, deren Ory: 
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